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SUBJECT: VISIT TO UAE OF SOUTH KOREAN DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER 

REF: SEOUL 4630 

1 . ROK DELEGATION HEADED BY YOON HA JONG DEPARTED ABU DHABI 
JUNE 18 FOR MANAMA FOLLOWING TWO DAY VISIT DURING WHICH 
YOON MET WITH UAE MIN PLANNING AND ACTING FORMIN SAID 
GHUBBASH (FORMER AMBASSADOR TO US) AND WITH MIDDLE LEVEL 
FONMIN POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC OFFICERS. ACCORDING UAE 
GOVERNMENT PRESS, TALKS COVERED MEANS OF STRENGTHENING 
BILATERAL RELATIONS, ESPECIALLY IN ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
AND TRADE; MIDDLE EAST SITUATION; AND KOREAN ISSUE. 

2. PRESS INDICATES THAT ROK TEAM MADE ANTICIPATED PITCH 
FOR ESTBALISHMENT OF DIPRELS TO WHICH GHUBBASH RESPONDED 
THAT UAEG WOULD STUDY ROK REQUEST AND REPLY 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ABU DH 01735 191209Z 

LATER. VISIT THUS FELL SHORT OF GOAL OF GAINING UAE AGREEMENT 
TO ESTBALISHMENT OF FORMAL RELATIONS. WHILE UNDOUBTEDLY 
DISAPPOOINTING TO SEOUL, LACK OF IMMEDIATE POSITIVE RESPONSE 
MAY REFLECT LESS THE EXISITENCE OF STRONG UAE RESERVATIONS 
THAN THE ABSENCE FROM COUNTRY OF BOTH FONMIN AHMAD KHALIFAH 
AL-SAUWAIDI AND MIN OF STATE RASHID ABDULLAH AS WELL AS 
CUSTOMARY UAE TENDENCY TO DELAY TAKING POSSIBLY CONTRO- 
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VERSIAL DIPLOMATIC DECISIONS UNTIL PRINCIPAL ARAB NEIGHBORS, 
INCLUDING SAUDIS, HAVE BEEN CONSULTED. 

3. ROK TEAM ALSO REPORTEDLY EXPRESSED DESIRE FOR PERMISSION 
TO OPEN A TRADE CENTER IN ABU DHABI (THERE IS ONE ALREADY IN 
DUBAI) AND ALLEGEDLY PROMISED TO FACILITATE PARTICIPATION 

BY KOREAN COMPANIES AND SKILLED MANPOWER IN UAE DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS. 

4. COMMENT: GIVEN GROWING ROK PRESENCE IN UAE IN FORM OF 
CONSTRUCTION FIRMS AND PORT WORKERS, ESTABLISHMENT OF AT 
LEAST NON-RESIDENT ROK DIPLOMATIC RESPRESENTATION WOULD 
APPEAR BE WARRANTED AND DESIRABLE. UAEG DOES NOT RUSH 
BURRIEDLY INTO SUCH DICISIONS, HOWEVER, AND SOME FOLLOW UP 
BY ROK WITH SUWAIDI MAY BE NECESSARY. 

DICKMAN 
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